The Summer Campaign against Russia, 1915
enable them to master us. It became more and more certain that we had to reckon on Italy entering the war on the side of our enemies. Austria-Hungary realized that she had to reinforce her troops on the Italian frontier considerably. The Serbian Army also seemed to require watching again.
The more the Austrian Army was obliged to weaken itself in Hungary and Galicia, in iavour of other fronts, the more severely would it feel a Russian attack. Feeling at Teschen became ever more despondent. The Austrian liaison officer acting on instructions from General von Conrad, described the situation to us as one of the utmost gravity. Judging by my knowledge of the Austrian-Hungarian Army, this was certainly true. We forwarded these serious reports and our interpretation ofthemtoG.H.Q.
About the middle of April the situation in the Carpathians became still more critical. General Boroevic's army was thrown back over the ridge, whilst further east the German Southern Army stood firm. The moment had arrived when help was absolutely necessary. We despatched the 25th Res. Div., which was with the gth Army awaiting the order, by rail. They arrived just in time to avert the worst disaster.
We reported the measures we had taken to G.H.Q., who fully concurred in our view of the situation. They raised the Beskiden Corps under General von der Marwitz, who had hitherto commanded our s8th R.C. The Commander-in-Chief in the East also gave up the 4th Division and a newly formed division to reinforce the Carpathian iront. But, in spite of all this, the situation there continued to be grave. We had to send reinforcements to the Serbian Front at the same'time. These reinforcements afterwards joined General von Linsingen during his attack in May.
The German General Staff now resolved to try and obtain a decision against Russia. The plan was an ambitious one, and the very idea of weakening our forces in the West in spite of the critical situation there was a proof of their readiness to accept responsibility.
Since the engagements round Ypres in November the fighting